[image: image1.jpg]LOUISIANA

LAWSUIT
ABUSE
WATCH




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 



   Contact: Fred Shumate April 16, 2007  






       (225) 936-9860
THREE OF FOUR LOUISIANANS SEE LAWSUIT IMPACT ON JOB OPPORTUNITIES, NEW SURVEY SHOWS

 Grassroots Watchdog Group Kicks-Off Statewide Campaign 

Against Lawsuit Abuse

Baton Rouge, LA – Pointing to new research showing Louisianans’ concerns about the effects of lawsuits on Louisiana’s courts, job creation and the state’s economy, Louisiana Lawsuit Abuse Watch (LLAW) today launched a statewide public education campaign.  LLAW will work to raise awareness about lawsuit abuse, demand accountability in Louisiana courts and publicly challenge those who abuse Louisiana’s civil justice system for personal gain. 

At a press conference today on the steps of the East Baton Rouge Parish Government Building, LLAW announced the results of a statewide public opinion survey that shows 76% of Louisianans are concerned that frivolous lawsuits and the threat of liability may affect the decisions of businesses to locate in Louisiana and create new jobs.  Additionally, three out of four Louisianans believe abusive lawsuits hurt Louisiana's economy.

“The people of Louisiana are very concerned about the costs and consequences of lawsuit abuse and the unethical behavior of some who seek to profit from filing frivolous lawsuits in our courts,” said Fred Shumate, executive director of LLAW. “Clearly, Louisiana citizens see a legal system hijacked by some people who file predatory lawsuits attempting to get rich quick on the backs of Louisiana small businesses, healthcare providers and working families.”
The survey’s findings also include:

· 78% of Louisianans are concerned that frivolous personal injury lawsuits are delaying justice for those truly harmed. 

· 71% of Louisianans believe that personal injury lawyer advertising encourages people to sue even if they have not been injured. 

· 67% of Louisianans believe that the contingency fees personal injury lawyers charge to file lawsuits are too high. 

· 87% of Louisianans believe that personal injury lawyers are more interested in making money than in helping their clients. 

LLAW’s mission is to return common sense and fairness to Louisiana’s courts. The watchdog group will be seen across the state in efforts to educate Louisianans about the problem of lawsuit abuse and what they can do to help stop it.  The group also plans to educate voters about where their candidates in the upcoming general election stand in the fight against lawsuit abuse. 

 “Pure and simple – our courts are out of control and reform is needed,” added Shumate. “Louisiana’s legal system should be based on justice, not greed, and Louisiana Lawsuit Abuse Watch plans to help citizens from across our state standup and demand change.” 

###
Louisiana Lawsuit Abuse Watch (LLAW) is a non-partisan, not-for-profit citizens' watchdog organization supported by individual citizens, small business owners, doctors, consumers and taxpayers from around the state who believe the abuse of our civil justice system is holding Louisiana back. For more information, please call (225) 612-6618 or visit www.llaw.org.
